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Aaron ‘Haroon’ Nevin Rehman

A Welcome Message from the founder of Kindling Smiles and Shaheed Haroon Academy
This message is an appeal to you as a human being who has experienced loss in life, be it a friend or family member. If you have
been blessed with children, you know how important they are to your entire emotional experience as a human being. Similarly,
losing a child is also a life-altering experience.
Today, I would like to introduce you to the most important project of my entire life. I began Kindling Smiles with the hope of creating
better lives for the children in the poorest part of Pakistan. Shaheed Haroon Academy was created in the loving memory of my son,
Aaron ‘Haroon’ Nevin Rehman, whom my wife and I lost to a tragic motorcycle accident in 2013, in Sacramento, California. We lost
our beloved son exactly 7 days before his 22nd birthday. Education was close to his heart, and I hope to complete the dream he left
unfinished.
I hope you will stand with me on this journey of hope, triumph and the enriching of many children’s lives. No matter where in the
world you may be, I invite you to be a part of bringing happiness to under-privileged children.

With much gratitude,

Shakeel Rehman
Founder of Kindling Smiles and Shaheed Haroon Academy

Our Mission Statement:
We believe that every child deserves a chance to grow up with the promise of education even if they
come from a poor background. Education provided at the right time in a child’s life opens doors that
otherwise would have been closed on them forever, through no fault of their own. Through hard work
and complete dedication to their future, we are helping to secure their lives through the benefits of
education, one child at a time.

Who do we help?
We help street children, orphans and under-privileged children in Peshawar, Pakistan. Many are forced
into doing difficult manual labor and sometimes not being paid at all. The lives of these children are
always at the risk of breaking down.
Extreme and un-ending poverty, performing grueling hard labor in dangerous parts of the city and a
lack of physical safety are primary issues. Life on the streets is an extremely dangerous proposition for
any child. We hope to get these little children into our academy before the streets claim them, which is
a very real danger for them.
Once they are entrenched into the perils of street life, it is very difficult to bring them back from the
brink. Your donation helps us reach out to them in time.

Why should you help these children?
As we live our lives in a comfortable and predictable environment, we are often forgetful of millions
of children who walk a tightrope between a secure life and a future filled with total desolation.
These are the invisible street children of Peshawar, Pakistan.
The media doesn’t report on them, their neighbors are too poor to care, the outside world is
completely unware of the terrible travails that lie in wait for these tiny lives. One wrong move, and
their lives get shattered.
Here’s where you come in.
The human need to help, save and protect another person is strong, and the will to do good is alive
in all of us. But often, we don’t know where to start. Kindling Smiles offers you that chance.
The children you will help protect with your donation live in utter poverty. Look closely at the photos
of these tiny faces. They are faced with the most demoralizing experiences in life, but still retain
hope in their hearts. Some of them are too small to understand that they are at risk, but they are
brave and kind, helpful to each other and respectful of their teachers.

What do we hope to accomplish?
We want to try and keep that flame of hope bringing in their hearts before the cruelty of poverty
extinguishes it permanently.
Please join us in this effort, because we cannot do it without your help.
A donation from you today will go a long way toward helping these little angels, who currently have
no idea what life has in store for them.

Fight back against poverty
These children may be poor, they may not live in first world surroundings, they may not have the
fanciest toys, but their lives matter too and they are equal to children who may have more than
them in life. Please help us empower their lives through the gift of education at the most critical time
in their lives.

How can you help?
You can assist us in making a donation toward the betterment of these tiny lives, and by asking
your family, friends and neighbors to join this sacred effort. Poverty claims many innocent lives,
your help can help us bring those children back from what is sure to be a tragic future.
Please don’t miss this chance to help and protect these children. We thank you in advance for your
donation and for showing so much kindness to the current and future students of Shaheed Haroon
Academy.
We appreciate you more than you know. Thank you on behalf of the founder, dedicated teachers
and hopeful students at Shaheed Haroon Academy.

What do we do?
• We provide the academy as a safe and secure place for these children before hard manual
labor and street life becomes a dangerous and fatal norm
• We provide a strong educational platform for them to depend on
• We provide them with a school uniform that instills in them a sense of pride and belonging - free
of cost, with uniform they feel important and dressed for success
• We provide them with educational materials, textbooks, notebooks, pens, pencils - free of cost
• We provide a classroom setting that is conducive to learning, being curious and interacting with
the world in a confident manner, even though the children are from a poor background, this
helps their self-esteem
• We provide them with state of the art learning tools, maps, large TV screens on which to see
educational programs and an excellent curriculum delivered by education and dedicated
teachers who have a genuine concern for the welfare and future of these brave little children

Sponsor a Child
At Shaheed Haroon Academy, we believe that every child matters. You now have the opportunity to
support a child at Shaheed Haroon Academy for a whole year for only $250 a year, which amounts to
only $20.80 a month. Only $250.00 covers a child’s tuition, stationary, uniform, welfare and safety for
an entire year.
Your support is very essential to these children, and it is this lifeline that helps keep them out of
poverty. These little children are trying to stay alive in living conditions that are literally indescribable
and unimaginable to the people in the developed parts of the world. A little help is exactly what they
need from you.
The process is very simple: you either choose a child from our website or one will be assigned to you
per your kind donation. Your sponsored child will then be able to communicate with you through the
channels of our school, you will be updated about their monthly as well as annual progress. You may
further send them additional money or gifts that will be distributed to them or you have the option to
support more than one child at a time. Remember, your kindness will lift them to higher grounds.

Expansion of Shaheed Haroon Academy
We are currently functioning at full capacity at Shaheed Haroon Academy. We have a total of 5 classrooms
and they are filled to the brim. We currently do not have proper electricity, air conditioning nor any
adequate heating system at the premises at Shaheed Haroon Academy. Our students are brave but have to
suffer until these needs are met through donations from generous people like you. It is our goal and wish to
obtain land (0.5 acre) and build our own state of the art school fully equipped with a proper cooling and
heating system supported by solar panels. This will keep our little students cool in the summer and warm
and protected in our harsh northern winters.
Our students will also have access to clean drinking water by drilling a well at the school premises.
Naturally, such goals comes at a cost. Our current projected price tag for this effort is about $500,000. We
need help with procuring donations for this project because we know it will positively impact students who
have known nothing but sadness and extreme poverty.
The little students at Shaheed Haroon Academy as well our team trust that you will come through for them
in their time of need. Your kindness in the form of a donation (either monthly or a one-time donation) will
create a chance for our students to live healthy lives, blossom intellectually and escape the abhorrent
conditions of a childhood spent in utter poverty. Thank you in advance for donating. Please spread the word
about our cause.
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Social Media Platforms
Facebook “Kindling Smiles”: https://www.facebook.com/KindlingSmiles/
Facebook “Shaheed Haroon Academy”: https://www.facebook.com/ShaheedHaroonAcademy/
Instagram “Kindling Smiles”: kindlingsmiles
Instagram “Shaheed Haroon Academy”: shaheedharoonacademy
Twitter: @KindlingSmiles
YouTube Channel: Kindling Smiles
Goodwill Ambassadors For Kindling Smiles: Khumariyaan - The Band
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